ANDROCLES AND THE LION

morally or physically, and that it is silly as well as cruel to torment
a man five feet high for not being able to pluck fruit that is within
the reach of men of average height. I have known a case of an
unfortunate child being beaten for not being able to tell the time
after receiving an elaborate explanation of the figures on a clock
dial, the fact being that she was short-sighted and could not see
them. This is a typical illustration of the absurdities and cruelties
into which we are led by the counter-stupidity to Determinism:
the doctrine of Free Will. The notion that people can be good if
they like, and that you should give them a powerful additional
motive for goodness by tormenting them when they do evil,
would soon reduce itself to absurdity if its application were not
kept within the limits which nature sets to the self-control of
most of us. Nobody supposes that a man with no ear for music
or no mathematical faculty could be compelled on pain of death,
however cruelly inflicted, to hum all the themes of Beethoven's
symphonies or to complete Newton's work on fluxions.

LIMITS TO FREE WILL

Consequently such of our laws as are not merely the intimida-
tions by which tyrannies are maintained under pretext of law,
can be obeyed through the exercise of a quite common degree of
reasoning power and self-control. Most men and women can
endure the ordinary annoyances and disappointments of life with-
out committing murderous assaults. They conclude therefore that
any person can refrain from such assaults if he or she chooses to,
and proceed to reinforce self-control by threats of severe punish-
ment. But in this they are mistaken. There are people, some of
them possessing considerable powers of mind and body, who
can no more restrain the fury into which a trifling mishap throws
them than a dog can restrain himself from snapping if he is
suddenly and painfully pinched. People fling knives and lighted
paraffin lamps at one another in a dispute over a dinner-table.
Men who have suffered several long sentences of penal servitude
for murderous assaults will, the very day after they are released,